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10 Stephen Jones (14)

In 2005, Stephen
Tones took the charge
- of guiding Bob Jones
Univarsity when his
father, Bab Tones 111,
resigned. This year,
the Jeader of Green-
ville’s 18th largest employer not only
continued the work of growing young
inds, but was also able to see another
positive change emerge after its 80 years
in Greenville — Bob Jones University
catnoed full accreditation status, allow-
Ing its students to transfer credits toward
graduate and high-level degrees.

11. Nancy Whitworth (g

As the divector of the
City of Greenville's
economic  develop-
ment group, Nancy
Whitworth  provides
the female toueh in
a  male~dominated
world of economic development. She has
proven instrumental in filling RiverPlace
with high-end restavrants, as well as in
her work with South Financial, CU-
ICAR and the “power cotridor” From
Lavrens Road to downtown's growth,
Whitwotth secms to be able to not only
see the polential that Greenville holds,
but also make it happen.

12, Ned Sloan *

He’s sued the Phoenix Center. He's
sued the state. He's sued the city, and
the county. He's fought for better terms
on gaining information from public en-
tities. Although somc may see him as a
nuisance, one thing is definitive — Ned
Sloan, retited contractor, “citizen ac-
tivist” and “raxpayer watchdog,” is in-
fluential, Though svits may be won or
lost, he has challenged our local gov-
ermnment at all levels, keeping us all a
fittle straighter in line.

E.D.SLOAN JR,

13. Bob Geolas *

o While we may have
heard about Clemson
University’s  Inters
national Center for
Automotive Ren
search  (CU-ICAR)
for years, this year,
we finafly stacted seeing evidence of its
growth, Under the leadership of Bob
Geolas, Exccutive Director, ICAR was
approved for $2.3 million to help buy
cquipment for the Graduate Engineer-
tug Conter, and we were assured that
N.C’s new addition of » wind tunnel
won't necessarily nix one of our own.
Even more, our kids may soon be able
to study with the best in math, selenceo
and engineering, through a partnership
between K-12 schools and ICAR,

14. Stewart Spinks ()

We all know Stew-
art Spinks. It seerns
you ean't go a mile
without hearing him
on the radio or see-
ing the bright yellow
sign of one of his sta-
tions. But his influence comas not only
from his growth in the Upstate, hut
also from his leadership in the areas
of alternative fuels — a bubbling issue
more and more, these days, As if that
woren't enough, he also served a5 hon-
orary Chair of Taste of the Nation, held
the Spitix Charity Classic golf tourna-
ment, and served on the board of the
Greenville Chamber,

15, Butch Kirven (13
& Jim Burns 3

While they aren’t as outspoken ug
soma others on County Council, Buich
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Kirven and it Burns are wwo Coun-
ty Council members that arc mak-
fng a huge difference in Greenville.
As chaitman, Kirven keeps building
bridges with the city and other groups
that we didn’t think could even oxist.
As councilman, Burns does the same,
Between thess two, we can cxpect a lot
more cooperation, work and growth in
Greenville in the future,

16. Tom Barton (5

With criticism flying
left and right, Tom
Barton managed 10
come through strong
in the face of adver-
sity. While the Preai-
dent of Crecnville
Tech endured wuch citicism over
school policies this year from the
NAACEF, Greenville Tech still managed
t0 make two great steps this year - ex-
pausion of the Greenville Tech campus,
with the new addition of dorm rooms
for students; and a GED/employment
readiness program to ensure swdents

have the tools to continve lecaming and "

working in Greenville,

17. John Moore

. Another force in the
" B aten  of cconomie
development,
Moore is continually
searching for ways
to  impove upon
what Greenville a)-
ready holds, As Senior Viee President
for Beonomic Development and Small
Business at the Greater Greenville
Chamber of Comterce, Moore has
been influential in a number of proj-
ects thronghout Greonville, and serves
as a sounding board for many potential
projects we nizy see soon.

18. George Fletcher gy

Early this year, we were introduced
w1 the “New Caroling™ - Sowh Car-
oling’s Council on Compeliliveness.

JTohn -
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