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LARZON — The state Transpojtas.
tion .Deparmmt.,&mke.thélawfotm
years ago when it used an einergeridy.
Provision ta-hire g.contractas onthi-
long-delayed Ladson:Roail, Project
without sollciting bids, the 5.075:"
preme Conrt ruled Monday.

The five-mile stretchvof the Yadson
Rond project wasia eaduche For resi:«
deztte thomr. 200010 2004 becaiios Tha’
first contracioy RapleCinitirictionof:
Newbertysitwice missedcomipletion
deadiines befora the depattinest i
illy eininated its contrret; = - - -
;- Lhe Supreme Courta it Ed -
Soatialtigen watchdog from Groen:
ylléwhoallegeding st hagio -
Lthirgency extsted tojustifythe (3¢5
-hiring anew compaty, Sanders Hiroth.
‘ers'Construction, without 2oliciting
:public bigs, . o

" “Bvan thoughitwas apolitical erisis
and a PR fissco, it was not a case of
AR emergensy,” said Jim Care
pentes, Sloan’s attornay,

Caspenter. said the ruling
enforces huw the highway de-
partmentcan apend taxpayers’
money. Hixajd alzo that hemay

. move to have the Sanders con-
tract, and the warranties thar
go with it invalidaied to deter
it from happening again,

‘He.said that might qost the
statemotein the short run, bigt
It wonld have tong-term ben-
efits becauge the state ghould

follow its own bid pracedures,

“Therehasto beconsequens-
&8 to DO jllegal behavion”
Carpenter gajd.

8642324755

The Traapurtation Depagt-
ment deckined comment Mog-
day. Its attorneys arguad in

. court that-the emergency des-

ignation was proper becaude
atate statute requires only that
the agenny-ditiictor determine
&1 emergency exlsts and to |
maleé e cantract public bithe
departmefty next meeting, ‘

DOT attorneys argued that |
thedirector made the dotes. |
mination becavas fusthpg des :
layswouldeause the dangerous '
work #one to.remaiy for an
extrs fous:to six months, the
ordersays, .

Carpenter argued that the
state should have eithet-placed
Bagle in defaule and turned
the project ovey to the band-
lng company to finish the
projact ar-solcited bidg, that
miglt have genevated a lower
cost, Instead, the depattinent
agreed.to a nearly $3 million
contract-withSanJ’ers although
approximately 5 to $6 million.
remained unpaid on the Bagle
contract, the culing states,. -

The Supreme Court. sided
with Sloan, reversing and re.
matding arveadiertrial¢oust
decision, The gourt noted:that
the states praciiteinent cotioal-

lows emergancy.procutements

only when-“there ayints an fm-
mediatethreat to.public health,
weifare, critical economy and
cfficiency, or safety under

* emeggency conditions.”

The court tuled thatthe haz-
atds had exlsted-throughout
tho four years of the projectand
likely would have been prosont
to-somi degres in any rajor

-construction:projeet,

The majotity of the court
also disagroed with state’s at-
torneys assertions that the case
was mogt becausethe contract
was finished utd that Sloan, a
residentof Greenviile, had no
standing to file the suit.
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